
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
MAY 2005 

 
 
 

 
 

Valley International 
Trade Association 

 

 
 
 

Welcome to this month’s edition of the VITA Newsletter - the electronic bulletin from the 
Valley International Trade Association. VITA’s mission is to promote the Greater San 
Fernando Valley as a leader in international trade by providing our members with valuable 
resources, informational programs, referral assistance and networking opportunities. 
 
 

EDITION HIGHLIGHTS:  
 

· NEGOTIATIONS, CONTRACTS & CULTURAL DIFFERENCES  
· PROCUREMENT EXPO 2005 
· SAVE THE DATE – OCTOBER 21, 2005  

· WORLD TRADE WEEK – MONTH OF MAY  
· SPAIN-US TRADE CONFERENCE 
· THE OXNARD PORT OF HUENEME  
· OPPORTUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA  
· US COMMERCIAL SERVICE & PIERCE EXPORT ASSISTANCE  

· CALTRADE REPORT  
 

CLICK HERE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF VITA!  
 
 
 

 

NEGOTIATIONS, CONTRACTS & CULTURAL DIFFERENCES  
Wednesday – June 15, 2005 
7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. at the Economic Alliance 
5121 Van Nuys Blvd. BFG Board Room, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

 
Business Networking with the latest information on global trade 
Special Topic & Guests to discuss “Negotiations, Co ntracts & 

Cultural Differences”  
 

· Learn the art of negotiation & secure better contracts with your partners 
· Steps to establish trust, credibility, and good long-term relationships 
· Preparation – what do effective managers plan and do?   
· Bargaining and negotiating – soft and hard 
· Importance of increased awareness of other cultures and practices  
· Value-added & strategic negotiation – Negotiating Across Cultures 
· How do you evaluate the success of a negotiation?  
· How do you resolve a problem & strike a deal? 

 
Special Guests  
 

Maria Keller : For over 20 years, Maria Keller has dealt extensively in international 
relations development. She has experience in global strategic planning, marketing and 
export-import transactions. Ms Keller has managed relations in Eastern and Western 
Europe, Northern America, and Asia. With her vast experience, she has developed and 
facilitated customized cross-cultural training for US executives. 
 
Sebastian Zacharia : Mr. Zacharia had worked over twenty years at United Nations as 
Director, Country Officer and Executive Secretary and was responsible of negotiating 
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complex regional projects with a number of participating governments. Prior to joining 
United Nations he also worked as export manager for a large steel pipe manufacturing 
company in India and lived in four continents and traveled extensively in Asia, Europe and 
Africa. He taught at Cal Poly Pomona and University of California, Irvine and currently 
teaching negotiation class at University of Southern California.   

 
 

VITA Global Business Networking Forum  
$20 members, $25 non-members  - Continental Breakfast Included -   

Call: 818-379-7000     E-mail:kdevera@valleyofthestars.org     Fax: 818-379-7077 
 

Register and find out more at www.vitainternational.org  
 

 
Go to the top 

 
PROCUREMENT EXPO 2005  
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Airtel Plaza Hotel  
Presented by the Economic Alliance & the Asian Business Association 
http://www.economicalliance.org  
 

Featuring Over $5 Billion in Commodity, Professiona l Services and 
Construction Contract Opportunities! 

 
NETWORK with public/private sector purchasing executives from (partial listing) 
MWD, Fox Entertainment, The Walt Disney Company, ABC Television Network,  
Northrop Grumman, CBS Television, Union Bank of California, Turner Construction, and 
many more!  
 
Attend Workshops on Finding Business Opportunities in the key industry clusters – Media, 
Entertainment, Defense; Public Sector – City, County, State, and Federal level; Bond 
Projects – Education; and Small Business Tools. 
 
Sponsored by LA MBOC, MWD, Fox Entertainment Group,  The Walt Disney 
Company, the Daily News, the San Fernando Valley Bu siness Journal, ABC, County 
of LA, LA DWP, Valley Economic Development Center, Union Bank of California, 
and LAUSD to date.  

 
Self-Parking with Validation: $5 

Registration before June 3, 2005: $10, Registration at door: $15 
 

Go to www.economicallinace.org for Registration information and details on the 
Procurement Expo. You can also contact Kareena de Vera or David Iwata at  

818-379-7000 or kdevera@valleyofthestars.org. 
 

Go to the top 
 
SAVE THE DATE – OCTOBER 21, 2005  

 

8th Annual Southern California International Trade Con ference 
 

“Building Global Business Partnerships” 
Join us on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2005 

 

SECURE YOUR COMPANY’S FUTURE: BUILD GLOBAL BUSINESS  PARTNERSHIPS 
You cannot ignore the transition of businesses growing into a Global Marketplace.  
For the enduring success of any business, it is essential to understand global trade, both 
opportunities and risks to your company. This year’s Southern California International 
Trade Conference will provide the necessary resources for you to succeed in today’s 
global marketplace. 
 

· Learn how global trade affects your business and find out how to take advantage 
of those opportunities. 

· Discover regions and countries that NEED your products and expertise. 
· Take advantage of the global trends for investing and manufacturing. 
· Find out which markets can you export to or import from. 
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·  Meet reputable organizations that will help you grow your business globally. 
· Learn how to find or establish a market for your products overseas. 
· Meet representatives from countries, consulates and trade commissioners who 

can tell you how to benefit from international trade. 
 
This conference introduces the basics of global trade and provides valuable information to 
companies who are already successful in the global marketplace. 

 
Its not just an opportunity, it will be a NECESSITY  for your business’ long-

term survival to learn about Global Trade Opportuni ties 
 

Join us for our 8 th annual Southern California International Trade Con ference! 
 

MORE INFORMATION TO COME! 
 

 Keep posted by checking the VITA website – www.vitainternational.org  or contacting 
Kareena de Vera at 818-379-7000 or kdevera@valleyofthestars.org    
 

Go to the top 
 
 

WORLD TRADE WEEK – MONTH OF MAY  
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 
PH: 213-580-7538 
http://www.worldtradeweek.com  
 
Every year, World Trade Week presents an opportunity to highlight the importance of 
international trade. As you know international trade has been and continues to be one of 
the strongest engines of economic growth in our state and in particular, Southern 
California. Boasting the two busiest seaports in the nation and the third busiest cargo 
airport in the world, Southern California witnessed an 11 percent growth in international 
trade last year with a total value of more than $262 billion. More importantly, 31,600 jobs 
were created as a direct result of international trade, bringing the annual average in the 
five-county area up to 475,000…. 
 
This year’s theme, “Reaching New Heights,” reflects not only the substantial economic 
power that international trade commands, but also to the power of international trade to 
unite and bring people together for mutual benefit. This year will mark the beginning of 
several expansion phases fro the WTW program.  Our aim is to help start or multiply 
WTW programs throughout major (U.S.) metropolitan cities.  
 
Please join me, our participating organizations, and our generous sponsors in celebrating 
World Trade Week 2005 in the month of May. Substantively, World Trade Week is 
comprised of events, conferences, and seminars that highlight the importance of 
international trade. I encourage you to view the full calendar of events at 
www.worldtradeweek.com. Many thanks to the volunteers that worked throughout the 
year to make this program possible. 
 
Charles Woo 
Chair, World Trade Week 2005 
Chief Executive Officer 
Megatoys, Inc. 

 
Go to the top 

 
 
 

SPAIN-US TRADE CONFERENCE 
May 15-18 
TradePort’s California-Spain Initiative 
Boston MA – Harvard University 
http://www.servicomspain-usa.com  
 
Discount to VITA member/clients: $500 (please indic ate MBITA in registration form 
for approval of discounted price) 
 
Spain, the fastest growing market in the EU, is a natural trading partner for California 
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business.  Spain’s historical heritage with California with its large Spanish speaking 
community creates an excellent business environment for California companies. 
Conference participants will engage in roundtable discussions with their counterparts from 
the U.S. and Spain, hear from executives of businesses that have successfully entered 
the U.S. or Spanish markets and also learn about cutting edge research that is relevant to 
expanding business into the U.S. or Spain.  
 
The Monterey Bay International Trade Association (MBITA) will be representing 
TradePort’s California-Spain initiative  at this conference. Please 
visit http://tradeport.org/cal_spain/industry_reports.php  for market reports from the 
U.S. Foreign Commercial Service (USDOC) in Spain posted in the TradePort’s California-
Spain initiative web page. Contact Tony Livoti, MBITA President at 831-335-4780 
tlivoti@mbita.org for more details on this conference. 

Go to the top 

 
THE OXNARD PORT OF HUENEME  
Wednesday, May 25 
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by Pierce College and the Port of Hueneme 
http://www.portofhueneme.org/ 
 
An all day event at the Port of Hueneme will present critical topics such as: Export 
Controls, Profitable Business in Iraq, Technology Licensing, Security and the Security 
Industry, Foreign Trade Zones, and Mitigating Credit Risk.  
 
Have one-on-one business meetings, receive a tour of the Port, and join them for the 
reception and networking at the conclusion of the program. This event will also provide an 
opportunity for companies to network and meet with company representatives with 
overseas procurement prospects. 
 
Attendance is limited – please call for information. $35 per person, including lunch, 
refreshments, and a tour of the Port of Hueneme. For details, please call or e-mail Mr. Will 
Berg, Director of Marketing, Port of Hueneme, at 805-488-3677 or at 
wberg@portofhueneme.org or Mr. Bert Sanchez, Pierce College International Business 
Center, at 818-710-2593 or at globalpassport@piercecollege.edu.  
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OPPORTUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA  
 
The Australian Government’s Invest Australia talks about the FTA and its Incentive Funds 
at VITA. Lincoln Parker of the Australian Government’s federal investment agency, Invest 
Australia, recently addressed VITA’s Business Forum in LA. 
 
Invest Australia is responsible for promoting the FTA and administering the Structural 
Adjustment Fund for South Australia (SAFSA), a joint funding initiative of the Australian 
Government and the State Government of South Australia, established to assist 
businesses, both domestic and international, to invest in Adelaide. 
 
The Prime Minister announced SAFSA in May 2004. Any company that can demonstrate 
it can create sustainable new jobs in South Australia, with a focus on the Adelaide area, is 
eligible to apply for funding to the value of up to 50% of the project's total capital costs. 
Applications need to be received by Invest Australia no later than 30 June 2006.  
 
The Australia U.S. Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) went into effect 1 January 2005 
where tariffs that did average 4.3% have been eliminated on more than 99% of the tariff 
lines for U.S. manufactured goods exports to Australia. Exports of these goods account 
for 93% of total U.S. goods sales to Australia’s market, and reducing these tariffs will 
create new export opportunities for America’s manufacturers. With virtually all U.S. 
manufactured exports becoming duty-free immediately, the National Association of 
Manufacturers (NAM) estimates that the manufacturing sector could sell $2 billion more 



per year to Australia and that U.S. national income could grow by nearly that much. This 
is the most significant immediate reduction of industrial tariffs ever achieved in a U.S. free 
trade agreement and will provide immediate benefits for America’s manufacturing workers 
and companies. 
 

For further information on the AUSFTA or Structural Adjustment Fund contact Lincoln 
Parker in the USA by phone: 415-243-2074 or email: 

Lincoln.Parker@investaustralia.gov.au 
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US COMMERCIAL SERVICE & PIERCE EXPORT ASSISTANCE  
Continuing its long-standing relationship with VITA and the Economic Alliance of the San 
Fernando Valley, the US Commercial Service and the Pierce International Trade Center 
will be available in the Economic Alliance offices to meet with companies to discuss their 
international opportunities. Make your appointment today to learn new global markets for 
your services & products. Call Tony Ceballos at 310-235-7212, email 
Antonio.Ceballos@mail.doc.gov or contact the Pierce International Trade Center at  818-
710-4537 to schedule an appointment. 
 

Go to the top 
 
 

 
 
CALTRADE REPORT  
The CalTrade Report is the only dedicated source, online or in print, for international 
business news/information in and about the world’s fifth largest economy, California.  This 
edition is brought to you free-of-charge courtesy of Valley International Trade Association.  
Click Here for the most recent edition of the CalTrade Report with the latest news. 
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To opt-out: 
Reply to this email with the word 'remove' in the s ubject.  
  

 

Please Visit Our Related Web Sites: 

         
 

 


